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of the different animals in the herd.. It is worth the small effort involved.
The symptoms shown by an animal about to calve are simple. The udder increases in, size. The flesh about the rump appears to fall away. The muscles at either side of the base of the tail sink or cave in. A sticky discharge from the vagina or external genital organ is often noticed. If calving takes place in the summer, the animal will stop grazing and seek a secluded part of the pasture. When under close observation, a cow will show uneasiness by lying down and getting up frequently. As calving time draws nearer the animal may moan, move restlessly to and fro, and begin to show signs of straining. When the pains of labor start, the back is arched, the croup droops, the abdomen draws up and the labor pains become stronger and come at shorter intervals.
A normal calving should cause no excitement. Nine times out of ten the cow will do her duty without help of any sort. One should not interfere unless the further progress of calving seems unlikely. Perhaps after an hour or two an examination should be made to determine whether the calf is coming in the regular position of front feet and head forward. If there is any deviation from this position, it will be necessary to push the calf back and adjust it so that it can come easily. Before doing this the hands and arms should be washed carefully, so as not to carry any infection into the animal. The finger-nails should be trimmed closely to prevent any injury to the delicate lining of the vagina and womb. This operation is sometimes performed by the owner or a neighbor who has had some experience. If the calf is not easily straightened, the best advice would be to secure expert help. When two or three hours have passed from the time the animal started to labor, outside help should be sought. Never wait until the cow is exhausted. Do not try to pull the calf out with ropes without first putting the calf in position to come.
Abnormally large male calves are born with more or less